STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA	)	IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS        COUNTY OF RICHLAND		) 
					)	Indictment Numbers:       
The State of South Carolina		)			 
    				)	
				)		 
vs.				)	DEFENSE’S PROPOSED VOIR DIRE		
					)		 
					)		
XXXXXX				)
			     Defendant.)
  
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Mr. XXXXXX, through his counsel, submits the following proposed voir dire.  Regarding Section II, the Defense specifically requests voir dire related to COVID-19 in order to protect the safety of trial participants and court staff during the COVID-19 pandemic and to insure Mr. XXXXX rights to a fair trial and a fair and impartial jury: 
Section I: Substantive Voir Dire
1) Is there any member of the jury panel, or any member of a potential juror's family, that is or has been in the past employed by any local, state or federal law enforcement agency including, but not limited to the City of Columbia Police Department, the Richland County Sheriff's Department, the State Law Enforcement Division (SLED), or the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)? Immigration and Customs Enforcement?
2) Is there any member of the jury panel, or any member of a potential juror’s family, that is a member of, contributor to, or employee of any group which has as its primary concern the promotion of law enforcement, such as, but not limited to DARE, CAVE, CADRE, MADD, or SADD?  
3) Is there any member of the jury panel, or any member of a potential juror’s family, that is a member of, contributor to, or employee of any group which has as its primary concern victim support or victim advocacy, such as, but not limited to, Sister Care?
4) Has any member of the jury panel ever contributed to any anti-gun organization or contributed to anti-gun movements. This would include, but is not limited to, Mothers Against Guns, Mothers Demand Action Now.
5) Does any member of the jury pool support proposed legislation focused at stricter gun laws in America? 
6) Do you believe a firearm can serve as a legitimate means of self-defense against an attacker?
7) Is any member of the jury panel related by blood or marriage to, or a friend or acquaintance of a member of any law enforcement agency?
8) Is any member of the jury panel related by blood or marriage to, or a friend or acquaintance of anyone employed by the Attorney General, the Fifth Circuit Solicitor’s Office, or any prosecuting attorney’s office?
9) Has any member of the jury panel ever been employed by any civilian or military law enforcement agency?
10) Is any member of the jury panel employed by, related by blood or marriage to, or a friend or acquaintance of any prospective witness in this case?
11) Has any member of the jury panel read or heard anything about this case today or before today?
12) Has any member of the jury panel discussed this case or heard anyone else discuss this case or a similar case today or prior to today?
13) Have you or any relative by blood or marriage, or friend, ever been a party or witness in any civil or criminal trial?
14) Have you or any relative by blood or marriage, or friend, ever been the victim of criminal conduct? 
15) The charges in this case include Murder and Attempted Murder. Have you or any relative by blood or marriage, or friend, ever been involved in a case of Murder or Attempted Murder. 
16) Is there anything in the nature of the allegations in this case which would cause any member of the jury panel any problem in sitting as an impartial juror and fair juror?
Section II: COVID-19 Related Voir Dire
1) Have you been tested for COVID-19?
a. If so, why?
b. If so, when?
c. If so, what were your results?
d. If not, why?
2) Have you requested to be tested for COVID-19 and been denied the test?
a. If so, what was the basis?
3) Have you had COVID-19?
a. If so, when?
b. If so, what actions did you take?
i. Did you quarantine?
ii. Did you get tested subsequently?
4) Have you been exposed or do you think that you may have been exposed to anyone with COVID-19?
a. If so, when?
5) Is anyone in your family or with whom you have had contact recently currently in quarantine either voluntarily or under orders of a doctor or some other authority?
6) Are you feeling ill?
a. If so, what symptoms do you have?
b. How long have you had these symptoms?
7) Have you traveled recently?
a. If so, where?
b. If so, for how long?
c. If so, did you follow any existing government travel guidance from the State of South Carolina and the place that you travelled to?
8) Do you have any medical diagnoses which put you in a high risk category of contracting or experiencing death from COVID-19?
9) Do you live with anyone that is in a high risk category of contracting or experiencing death from COVID-19?
10)  On a scale of 1-10 (1 being no fear and 10 being extreme fear) what level of fear do you currently have regarding the global COVID-19 pandemic?
a. Why do you feel that way?
11)  Do you believe that you would be more likely to contract COVID-19 by appearing at court? 
a. If so, why do you feel that way?
12)  If you were compelled to come into the courthouse or sit on the jury, how afraid would you be on a scale of 1-10 (1 being no fear and 10 being extreme fear) that you would expose other people in your household to COVID-19?
a. On that same scale, how afraid would you be that you would expose other people in the courtroom to COVID-19?
13)  Do you believe it is safe to hold jury trials at this time?
a. If yes, why?
b. If no, why?
14)  Would you blame the defendant for having to attend a public hearing during the COVID-19 pandemic?
a. If yes, why?
b. If no, is there anyone else that you would blame?
15) Do you believe the recommendations and guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding COVID-19 are reliable?
a. Do you believe the recommendations and guidelines from the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) regarding COVID-19 are reliable?
16) Do you believe that COVID-19 is real?
a. Do you believe that COVID-19 is dangerous?
b. Do you believe that COVID-19 is contagious?
c. Do you believe that someone can have COVID-19 without being symptomatic?
17) From which sources do you typically get your news?
18)  From which sources do you typically get your information regarding COVID-19?
a. Do you find any particular sources reliable or unreliable?
19)  Do you take public transportation?
20)  Are you willing to abide by any rules the Court instructs you to regarding social distancing during trial if you are selected as a juror?
21)  Do you have any opposition to wearing a face mask during trial that would cover your mouth and nose?
a. Do you believe masks are effective in preventing the spread of COVID-19?
b. Do you own or use masks that display political messages?
22) If you see a person wearing a mask in a public place, such as the grocery store, what thoughts do you have about that person?
a. What thoughts do you have if they are not wearing a mask?
23)  Should wearing a mask in public be something that is a personal choice?  Why or why not?
24)  Are you willing to notify the Court immediately if, during trial, you feel ill OR are exposed to anyone feeling ill OR exposed to anyone that tests positive for COVID-19?
25) Would you feel comfortable communicating with other jurors for an extended period of time in an enclosed room?
26)  Would you feel pressure to reach a verdict quickly to avoid exposure to COVID-19?
27) Would you change your verdict to agree with others, or compromise with other jurors, in order to end the trial or deliberations faster so you could leave the courthouse sooner?
28) How distracted would you be on a scale of 1-10 (1 being not distracted and 10 being extremely distracted) with concerns related to COVID-19 while attempting to consider the evidence in this case?
a. Would this number change if you were in a larger courtroom where there would be increased amounts of social distancing?
b. Would this number change if all participants in the trial, including jurors, were tested daily for COVID-19?
c. Would you be willing to be tested daily for COVID-19 if a test were provided to you?
29)  Would you tell the Judge if you begin experiencing symptoms during the trial?
30) Have you protested any "stay-at-home" orders issued in your community or the United States?
a. Have you protested any other orders including curfews, restrictions on dining, school, business, or government closings, or mask requirements?
31)  Have you made statements on any social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.) related to the COVID-19 crisis? 
a. If yes, what were your statements?
32)  Would you be uncomfortable riding in an elevator with another person if you did not know if that person has COVID-19?
a. Are you able to use stairs rather than an elevator?
33)  What would it take for you to feel at ease being in another person's presence?  For example, if the person in question did not have fever or a cough, would that be enough to put you at ease? Or, would you need to know that the person had tested negative for COVID-19?
34)  In your opinion, are there general characteristics (such as gender, race, age, political party) that make people more or less likely to be comfortable in public places at present?  If so, what characteristics make a person more likely to go into public?  Less likely?
35)  In your opinion, does someone’s gender, race, age or religion make them more likely to be a carrier of COVID-19? Would any of these characteristics affect your ability to sit with any particular individual on a jury? Would any of these characteristics affect how you assess a witness’ credibility?
36) What is your income?
37)  Have you recently experienced a change in your employment status?
38)  If you have children, do you have arrangements for childcare? If so, what are they?
39) If you have school aged children, are they engaged in at home learning or in person learning?
a. Why?
b. What is your preference if the choice were completely up to you?
c. Has your child’s educational needs been affected by COVID-19 in such a way that it makes it more or less difficult for you to serve on a jury?
40)  Have you attended any mass gatherings in the last three months including but not limited to protests, church, funerals and parties?





Respectfully submitted,
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