RESOLUTION OF DOUBT IN FAVOR OF DEFENDANT - ACQUITTAL


I instruct you that "The defendant is entitled to any reasonable doubt arising in the whole case, or arising on any defenses that may have been presented by the defendant. If upon the whole case you have a reasonable doubt as to the guilt of the defendant, he is entitled to that doubt and would be entitled to an acquittal.    				State v. Fuller, 227 S.C. 138 (1955) 

In essence ladies and gentlemen, if you have a reasonable doubt as to whether the defendant is guilty, you must resolve that doubt in favor of the defendant and find him/her not guilty.  
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See, e.g., Brightman v. State, 336 S.C. 348, 352, 520 S.E.2d 614, 616 (1999) ([M]odern general reasonable doubt charge . . . instructs the jury to resolve doubts in favor of the defendant. . . .); State v. Robinson, 307 S.C. 169, 414 S.E.2d 142 (1992), State v. Fuller, 227 S.C. 138 (1955) 
